1. COMPUTERS

Computers play an important role in this modern society. They are everywhere and control a great deal of our living environment. More and more areas are being taken over by the computer. Not able to use a computer is a serious handicap in all areas of life. Therefore, if people do not know computers or do not know how to use them it means that they are not prepared for the future. They will fall behind our advancing society.Computers have been applied to industry, political affairs, economy, military, science and many other fields; it is becoming more and more important. 
In the past computers took the place of a living-room but they are now being made in a very small formats. As computers are capable of handling large amounts of data in a very short time, they are well suited for word processing. I guess that it won't be long till all the paper-archives are replaced by discs. They can contain much more data than a written page and they takes less place.
A new area will be taken over by computers, namely maps. Different routes are stored on one single compact disk. Imagine, simply insert the CD into the CD-driver in your car, and tell the computer where to go. The rest will be done automatically. This will be a safer, faster, and more comfortable way to travel. This sounds great, but is it possible? According to technology revolution I don't doubt.
Another new area, called virtual reality is currently being tested. This is a way to simulate reality on a monitor. In order to feel this so-called reality you have to wear special electronic glasses and an electronic suit. Fastened to the suit are sensors, which send information to the main computer. This computer works with the data and displays them on the electronic spectacles. This is a technique which use three-dimensional views, therefore the scenery seems incredibly realistic.
Today, many kids have got video games. In a way, it is a great advantage that the kids are being presented to computers at an early age, because they will defmitely have to use them later, when they start to work. In the future there will be few occupations which won't use computers, one way or another. But the videogames are often being presented as something negative, which hinder the kids from doing homework and other more useful activities. This is partially true, if they do much of it. But generally, I think the young people's contact with computers is positive.
The information systems of an organization will be required to help it analyze the business, along with its environment, and formulate and check that it achieves its goals. These goals might be related to profitability, long-term survival, service provision, expansion, greater market share, and employee and customer satisfaction. The information system may help the organization to achieve improved efficiency of its operations and effectiveness through better managerial decisions. Information systems are sometimes regarded as providing competitive advantage. Another way of looking at this would be to say that, without good information systems, a business would be at a considerable competitive disadvantage. They are therefore an important organizational resource.
Although many information systems are unique to particular types of organization - such as a system for placing and paying out bets in a betting office, a system to register voters for a local authority, a ticket reservation system for an airline, or a system for recording lottery choices - many information systems are common to a wide range of organizations. These include payroll, invoicing project planning, decision-support, and so on. Even systems designed for a particular type of organization can be of a more general type. Therefore, reservation systems, for example, can be found in travel agents, cinemas, theatres, and libraries as well as in airlines. The generic nature of such systems is not always recognized in systems development as many systems have been developed as a one-off for a particular company or industry sector. Application packages, such as word processing or project management, are an exception and they have been developed for generic use in different types of organization.
Computers make your life a lot easier.You can use a personal computer to keep household-budgets or other economics. It is also possible to get in touch with your bank and transfer money while you're in your sitting-room. You can buy things or pay your bills from your chair. It is also possible to contact other databases and gather information from them.The creation of the wide area network was great. More specifically, the creation of the wide area network known as the World Wide Web is one of the greatest moments in human history. The Internet, as it is also called, allows communication anywhere on the world. This communication will become indispensable in our future.Sometimes the use of computers has lead to criminal actions with bad consequences. One of them is hacking. A hacker steals and manipulates information from other databases. They use their computer skills to gain unauthorized access to files. These crimes can be very harmful.
The computer-programs, the software, are extremely high priced, sometimes they are even more expensive than the hardware. Therefore it is not unusual to make copies of these programs. This is strictly illegal, but nobody seems to care, because it is difficult to control it. Software producers loose a lot of money each year because of this. Many methods have been invented to prevent this, but since the hackers often are more intelligent than those who make the software, I doubt that there will ever be a successful way to hinder this.Many of our early dreams for the computers have already come true. They can recognize speech and handwriting, create realistic animation, and enable people to collaborate, communicate, and fmd information around the world. But we've barely scratched the surface of the computer's potential, and I'm incredibly excited about the amazing innovations that are just over the horizon.
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